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Hello to all our members.
Here is a quick message from Vivienne Bond, our President:

At the time of writing this, there have been a few noises coming from the government
about gradually lifting restrictions.

It is still my guess that council venues such as theatres will remain closed until at
least August 31, and we don't know what conditions they will operate under when they
are open.

As mentioned in the last newsletter, as soon as we hear more, I'll let you know.

In the meantime, please know that the Film Society committee is still meeting
regularly over Zoom and looking to the future.

We are aware that membership will need to be extended on a pro rata basis into
next year to make up for the screenings we were unable to provide in 2020. More on this
when we know more.

Our DVD libraries are sitting quite idle at the moment, so if you would like to
borrow a DVD or two, please send an email to Jim Cluberton (j.cluberton@bigpond.com)
for Warburton or Lorraine Sorrell (lorrainesorrell@yahoo.com.au) for Healesville to
reserve your picks. The DVD(s) can then be left out for you to come and collect from their
homes. Please make the subject heading in the email “DVD request'.

A catalogue of DVDs can be found on our website,
www.yarrarangesfilmsociety.org.au. Simply click on the Film Library tab, then click on the
link “attached tabulation” under either Feature Films or Short Films. The catalogue will
show if the DVD is available at Warburton, Healesville or both.

Have you seen any films lately on streaming services or free-to-air (or from your
personal collections) that you would like to tell our members out? The film could even be
an old classic that has been forgotten about.

A review for the newsletter would be great.

It does not have to be long; just a paragraph or two is fine.

Please send any review to Seth (sethhyneswriter@australiaonline.net.au). Please
make the subject heading in the email “member's film review”.

I hope to see you soon.

Vivienne Bond
YRFS President.

The pandemic and lockdown has been a rocky emotional journey for many of us.

It took me quite a while to adapt and become active and productive again, and I
have faith that Australia is well-equipped to track, isolate and care for new cases, respond
to outbreaks and prevent the disease from taking hold in our country.

I certainly hope so.

While I am very much looking forward to the time when I can cautiously see
friends in person again — and especially looking forward to when cinemas reopen; I'm
itching to see Dune, Wonder Woman 1984 and Tenet — I must stress that the imminent
relaxing of restrictions does not mean we are safe.

We are safer than before, as there are relatively few active cases of Covid-19 in
Australia and our intensive care units are at very high capacity, but we must continue
social distancing to prevent the virus's spread, and the lifting of restrictions does not mean
you can crowd the aisles of shopping centres or hold parties with reckless abandon.

Even now, you could still catch or spread the disease, so we must be responsible
and continue to do our part in suppressing the coronavirus.
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Our President mentioned streaming services as a prominent medium for film-
watching. I've been keeping up my film column for the Mountain Views Star Mail by
reviewing Netflix movies, and to my surprise — I only joined Netflix in 2018 — my top ten
list of this year's best films is thus far predominantly populated by Netflix movies.

Lost Girls (#9) is a slightly unfocused but ominous and superbly-acted true-story
drama.

Code 8 (#7) is a compelling urban character drama with effective world-building
and a novel spin on the superhero genre.

Horse Girl (#6) is a surreal, hardhitting but sensitive portrayal of mental illness
featuring a riveting lead performance from Alison Brie.

Extraction (#5) is a brutal, extremely-polished action film with solid performances
and phenomenal tension.

The Platform (#2) is an enthralling, gut-wrenching Spanish social satire about class
and being trapped in the systems of those in power.

The Decline (#1) is an intelligent French-Canadian thriller with an outstanding
subtle escalation of dread.

Do you keep a running list of the year's best and worst films? If so, I'm curious to
hear your picks.

I decided to have some fun with this newsletter to keep our spirits up in the absence
of Film Society programming, so I made an assortment of humorous cinema-related
artwork.

You'll find a PSA about a benevolent robot, an ad for the Dune coming up soon and
the Dune that might have been, an appeal for a different, more monstrous kind of crisis,
and my personal venting about a cinema triple-feature I've been trying to get off the
ground for years.

I had fun making these, and I hope you enjoy them.

Cheers.
Seth
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